
The Institute for Latino Studies and the 
Department of Anthropology at the
University of Notre Dame are pleased to 
announce the appointment of Alex E. Chávez 
as Assistant Professor of Anthropology and 
Fellow of the Institute for Latino Studies 
effective September 1, 2014.effective September 1, 2014.

In 2010 Chávez received the PhD in cultural anthropology and folklore from the University of Texas at 
Austin and has been teaching at the University of Illinois at Chicago.

Centered around the US-Mexico Borderlands and Latinas/os in the United States, more broadly,  
Chavez’s research explores the innermost workings of transnational migration, embodiment, and 
everyday life as manifest in political economies of performance with particular emphasis on
music and language. Combining a variety of critical approaches in linguistic anthropology, 
cultural geography, ethnomusicology, and critical theory, his explorations of music, language, and 
expressive culture reveal the dissonances and meanings behind the social structures and expressive culture reveal the dissonances and meanings behind the social structures and 
racialized zones from which they emerge  and often challenge.  His work also interrogates how 
performative utterances intersect with larger cultural concerns surrounding illegality, mobility, 
racialized personhood, and the intimacies that bind everyday life across physical and cultural 
borders.  His most immediate research project was a multi-sited ethnographic study of huapango 
arribeño music performance among transnational Mexican migrants in both the United States and 
Mexico—this work forms the basis of a book manuscript currently under review, Viva El Huapango!: 
A Cultural Poetics of Music and Migrant Life Across Transnational Mexico.A Cultural Poetics of Music and Migrant Life Across Transnational Mexico.

Chávez becomes the most recent tenure-track appointment in the Institute for Latino Studies and  
appropriate host departments since 2012 through a new and ambitious faculty hiring initiative 
sponsored by the Institute with the support of the College of Arts and Letters. Others will follow in the 
next academic year. “Alex Chávez is one of the country’s leading young Latino Studies 
anthropologists,“anthropologists,“ says José E. Limón, Director of the Institute, Julian Samora Professor of Latino Studies 
and concurrent Professor of Anthropology. “We could not be more delighted to add him to our stellar 
Institute faculty.”


