
The Institute for Latino Studies and the 
Department of History at the University of 
Notre Dame are pleased to announce the 
appointment of Mike Amezcua as Assistant 
Professor of History and fellow of the Institute 
for Latino Studies effective September 1, 2014.

In 2011 Mike Amezcua received his Ph.D. from Yale University.  He completed an Andrew W. Mellon 
Postdoctoral Fellowship in Latina and Latino Studies at Northwestern University in 2011-13, and during 
academic year 2013-14 he has been a University of California Chancellor’s Postdoctoral Fellow in the 
Department of History at University of California, San Diego.

WorkingWorking from his own family’s history Amezcua is developing a book manuscript on the history of 
Mexicans in Chicago. His research shows that the experiences of Chicago’s Mexican immigrants and 
Mexican Americans are unlike other classic stories of immigration and settlement. He examines the 
period from the 1940s to the 1980s when Chicago’s economic structure transitions from largely a 
manufacturingmanufacturing industry to a service-based economy. During this same time, it also becomes a magnet 
for increasing waves of Mexican immigration. Both of these changes were on a collision course with 
huge implications. His research also has resonance for the current debate surrounding immigration 
reform. “Legislation like the Dream Act that argues for pathways to citizenship for deserving immigrant 
youth is not a not new way of talking about Mexican immigration,” Amezcua says. “During the Cold 
War in the 1950s, civil liberties organizations also used the image of the young immigrant as well as the 
immigrant family to put a face to unjust immigration laws.”

AmezcuaAmezcua is the third tenure track appointment in the Institute for Latino Studies and  appropriate host 
departments since 2012 through a new and ambitious faculty hiring initiative sponsored by the Institute 
with the support of the College of Arts and Letters.

“Professor Amezcua’s insights on the history of ethnic Mexicans in Chicago are making significant con-
tributions not just to Latino history, but on how Latinos have shaped the history of Chicago and 
American cities more generally,” says Timothy Matovina, professor of theology and executive director 
of the Institute.


