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Luis Fraga Reappointment

ILS Directorship

Sarah Mustillo, Dean of the College of Arts and Letters, is pleased to
announce:

Luis Fraga, Rev. Donald P. McNeill, C.S.C., Professor of Transformative
Latino Leadership; Director, Institute for Latino Studies; and, Fellow,
Institute for Educational Initiatives, has accepted a three-year term as

Director of the Institute for Latino Studies, effective July 1, 2020.  We can all be grateful to Luis for his
leadership of the Institute over the last several years, from his indefatigable efforts to build student
programs and opportunities, to recruit more and more faculty to the Institute, College and University, to
his vision for the Institute, to his professional and thoughtful leadership style, to his excellent outreach
and publicity beyond campus.  At the same time he has maintained a high scholarly profile.  Please join
me in thanking Luis for his continued service on behalf of the Institute, the College and the University.

Alex E. Chávez awarded prestigious Newberry
Fellowship

ILS faculty fellow begins new scholarly pursuit  

Congratulations to Alex E. Chavez, Assistant Professor for Anthropolgy
and Faculty Fellow for the Institute for Latino Studies, for being awarded
the Newberry Fellowship from the National Endowment for the
Humanities.  He will begin working on his second book, exploring the
relationship between sound and the city of Chicago.  Chavez describes his scholarly pursuit in the
project as follows:  "I am interested in the history of Chicago’s built environment, particularly the
formation of its neighborhoods, which this project interprets as a series of auditory and cultural
palimpsests; the historical emergence of Chicago’s cultural aesthetics; and the sonic dimensions of
Latinx forms of cultural production that stake claims of belonging in the city." 

ILS Scholars Release new book on Latinos and the 2016
Election

Latinos and the 2016 Election:Latino Resistance and the Election
of Donald Trump. Gabriel Sanchez, Luis Fraga, and Ricardo
Ramírez 

There’s no question the Latino vote will be crucial in this year’s presidential
election.  But to understand the impact of Latinos in 2020, it’s helpful to step
back four years, to the victory of a president who has made anti-Latino and anti-

immigrant sentiment a staple of his presidency.

In their new book, Latinos and the 2016 Election: Latino Resistance and the Election of Donald Trump,
co-editors and Notre Dame Professors of Political Science Luis Fraga and Ricardo Ramírez, along with
Professor Gabriel Sanchez University of New Mexico, provide an in depth-look at the last presidential
race and its unexpected outcome.  

In a series of essays, researchers working at the intersection of Political Science and Latino Studies
analyze issues ranging from Latino voter turnout in battleground states to the influence of gender on
voting behavior.  The book, published May 2020 by Michigan State University Press, contains 15
chapters written by 27 authors, as well as graphs and charts to illustrate the research.

“We think a book like this allows people to think very carefully about what to expect in the 2020
election, what to look for, and how to understand further what it means to have someone who is as anti-
immigrant and anti-Latino as Trump in the White House,” says Fraga, who also wrote the concluding
chapter of the book.

Latinos and the 2016 Election was born out of a December 2016 conference convened at Notre Dame,
according to Fraga.  Over 40 scholars, funders, and people involved directly in the election debated the
implications of Trump’s election and what it meant for the Latino electorate.  

For Ramirez, it is the variety of contributors that sets the collection apart. 

“Rather than focus on high-profile, more established faculty members, it recognizes that some of the
most innovative work is coming from younger faculty who aren’t necessarily at R1 universities,” he
said.  “All together, we’re able to capture the complexities of the issues at hand."

“It’s not just about voting outcomes,” he adds.  “The book is able to really dig deep and focus on all the
diversity of the Latino community."

One important finding from the book is that Latino voters participated at higher rates than they did in
2012, contrary to popular belief.  Another is that, once again, Latinos overwhelmingly supported
Democrats, even increasing their levels of support in the battleground state of Florida.  Immigration
remains the primary issue for Latino voters, and despite differences in region, gender and other
markers, Latinos tend to express more similarities than differences in voting patterns.

Yet the rising prominence of Latino voters in electoral politics comes with its own set of potential
difficulties. 

For one, Latino voters confront what Fraga calls the “paradox of inclusion”.  In essence, Latinos are in
danger of being taken for granted as voters, particularly by the Democratic Party, given that their only
viable opponents -- Republicans -- are known for their hard stance against immigrants and other policies
relevant to Latinos. 

In addition, the growing importance of the Latino vote is accompanied by an uptick in anti-Latino
political advertising and rhetoric.  The paradox of inclusion means that scholars must work hard not just
to do the political science research but to theorize about the bigger picture implications, too. 

“Although Latino voters have become more important and significant, scholars must take more active
roles so we don't run the risk of just using Latino communities for our research and not contributing to
their better integration into American society as well,” Fraga says.

ILS, a Second Home to Students

Degree Conferral Reflections, Class of 2020 

Diane Louise Sang Lee, Science-Business Major, Latino Studies
Minor (Pre-Med), CCLP  2019

"I am grateful for the opportunities afforded to me by ILS. This program has allowed me to tie together
and make sense of a wide variety of experiences throughout my time at Notre Dame. I also believe that
my studies through ILS have prepared me for life after graduation as I start my medical training. ...My
courses in ILS have helped me to better understand these experiences and envision how they can help
me to serve as a more culturally competent physician in the future. Because of ILS, I feel better
equipped to mitigate healthcare inequality."

Armando Sanchez, Political Science, Minor in  Latino Studies,
Business Economics and Constitutional Studies, CCLP 2019

"I was welcomed with open arms and always had a home in the ILS lounge in
Bond Hall. Whether I be studying for hours on end, attending a meeting, or (my
favorite) being fed to my hearts desire, I knew I had a home in ILS. I am
extremely grateful for the whole team and all of their work. You made me feel
at home 1800 miles away from my family. Thank you, God Bless, and Go

Irish!"

Cindy Loayza, Psychology Major, Computing and Digital
Technologies Minor and Latino Studies Minor

"I can honestly say I have never been as invested and challenged during my
college career as I have been during my semester of only ILS classes. My
professors educated me on the history that has led to the current issues in the
Latinx community and left me feeling equipped to become a leader in my own
community....[My] hope is to tackle the humanitarian crisis of immigration. It is
a tall order but the mentors and friends I have acquired through ILS serve as my source of inspiration."

After Rubén by Francisco Aragón

ILS faculty fellow, Fransisco Aragón, publishes 3rd book

Francisco Aragón, director of Letras Latinas and ILS faculty fellow, has
published his third book of poetry, After Rubén (Red Hen Press, 2020). In an
advance review, Booklist states: “Aragón delivers an exquisite balance of
scholarly appreciation and creative passion.” Harvard poetry critic, Stephanie
Burt, writes in American Poets: “…the collection builds up a kind of gravity,
accumulating the voices of one poet who knows many traditions…”

Espectros y conjuras. Asedios a la cuestión colonial by
Carlos A. Jáuregui

Book release by ILS  faculty fellow Carlos A. Jáuregui, Associate
Professor of Latin American Literature and Anthropology

This book revisits Derrida's notion of conjure (as exorcism, invocation and
conspiracy) to speak of a series of texts that symbolically try to subjugate the
“Other” to the order of writing, triggering a sort of return of the repressed (i.e.,
otherness, violence, horror-- exorcized by the text-- return as textual ruptures
and anomalies). Espectros y conjuras includes seven chapters on Bernal Díaz del Castillo, Alvar
Núñez Cabeza de Vaca, Bartolomé de Las Casas, Michael de Carvajal, Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz,
Antônio-Vieira, José-de-:, and others. 

Honorable Mentions

Andrés Montoya Poetry Prize
2020 Recipient: Darrel Alejandro Holnes

Darrel Alejandro Holnes, a native of Panama and
current New York City resident, is the recipient of
the 9th Andrés Montoya Poetry Prize. His

manuscript, Stepmotherland, was selected by award-winning poet
John Murillo.  Established in 2004, the Prize is a collaboration with
University of Notre Dame Press and supports the publication of a
first book by a Latinx poet residing in the United States. 

Erin Albertini, ILS Scholar, granted
Fulbright Fellowship

ILS Senior Erin Albertini is a finalist for
the Fulbright English Teaching Assistant

Fellowship, where she will be in Mexico for the upcoming
year.  She states the following:  

"Next year, I will be moving to Mexico (placement TBD!) as part of
the Fulbright English Teaching Assistant Fellowship! For the
fellowship, I will be assisting in an English class, serving as a
cultural ambassador, and hopefully becoming fluent in Spanish. I will
also be completing my proposed supplementary project, which is to
establish a branch of the organization Reach Out and Read in
Mexico. Reach Out and Read is an early childhood literacy program
that I worked with in high school in which pediatricians "prescribe"
books to young children and their families and encourage reading.
This project will connect my future in health care to my service in
education!

I am so excited for the opportunity to learn and grow in Mexico.
Thank you so much to the Institute for Latino Studies, especially my
advisor Dr. Karen Richman, for your incredible support in my learning
of Spanish and Latino culture. I am so thrilled that I will be able to
utilize the perspectives I've gained from my Latino Studies minor as
a jumping off point for even more learning in the next year!"

Jessala A. Grijalva,
PhD Candidate in
Political Science,
granted NSF
Award 

"I have been awarded
the NSF GRF. I feel so
honored and uplifted.
This is going to give
me the flexibility over
the next three years to
devote more time to my
children and research
among other things.

#NSFGRFP
#WomenAlsoKnowStuff

#AcademicTwitter
#NotreDame" 

The NSF Graduate
Research Fellowship
Program recognizes and
supports outstanding
graduate students in NSF-
supported science,
technology, engineering,
and mathematics
disciplines who are
pursuing research-based
Master's and doctoral
degrees at accredited
United States institutions.

Congratulations Students!

Thank you for your endurance and flexitibilty during the COVID-19 pandemic and congratulations on
making it through another semester.  ILS would like to send a message of support to all Notre Dame
students for finals week.  We wish everyone the best of luck on exams and other academic
endeavors.  A special congratulations to Seniors Class of 2020; keep up the great work. Students
enrolled for next semester can check out the ILS courses offered for Fall 2020 attached below. 

View Fall Courses

In other news:

Dear ILS family, we lament to inform you of the passing of Joseph Juarez and David Samora.
Please take a moment to share a prayer for the following members of the ILS family and their

respective family and friends. 

En Memoria: Joseph “Jose” Juarez

March 08, 1941 - March 27, 2020

Community activist and valued member of the Institute for Latino Studies (ILS)
family, Jose Juarez, peacefully passed away at his home on March 27, 2020. 
Jose was born in Saginaw, MI, but he and his wife, Joyce, call South Bend home.

He is survived by his wife (Norma Joyce Hanzlovic), two brothers, nieces and nephews and a
community of friends he considered family

Jose joined the ILS Staff in February 2001 as coordinator of Arts and Special Collections. He installed
most ILS art exhibits at Galeria America @ ND, and oversaw various community outreach programs
until his retirement from the University of Notre Dame in 2010. 

Prior to joining ILS, Jose was honorably discharged from the U.S. Army and worked in numerous
community programs over the years, including the Midwest Council of La Raza, South Bend School
Corporation, City of South Bend, and the Midwest Hispanic Catholic Commission. 

Throughout his extensive career Jose’s passion was in working on action projects to promote social
justice among the Spanish Speaking community in the Midwest, including the United Farm Workers
through the Farm Labor Aid Committee (FLAC), the Dioceses' Human Development Commission. He
edited and published various Latino newspapers throughout the Midwest for the Campaign for Human
Development.

He was a lifelong supporter of La Casa de Amistad and El Campito. 

A celebration of life service will be held at a later date.  In lieu flowers please send memorial
contributions to:

La Casa de Amistad, 746 S Meade Street, South Bend, IN 4661

El Campito Child Development Center, 1024 Thomas St., South Bend, IN 46601 

Or, the Center for Hospice Care of St. Joseph County, South Bend, IN

Elkhart Cremation Services was entrusted with the arrangements.

En Memoria: David Samora 

April 8, 2020

David D. Samora, 72, died unexpectedly at St. Vincent hospital in Santa Fe, New
Mexico in the early morning hours of April 8, 2020 due to a surgical infection,
exacerbated by previously undetected abdominal cancer.

David will be remembered by many as a skilled and innovative woodworker. The
owner of David Samora Woodworks, the creator of architectural millwork and traditional furniture, much
of which will for many years ensure his memory in homes throughout Santa Fe.

For others, David will be remembered as a stalwart and dedicated member of the local Alcoholics Anonymous
community. His thirty-four-year commitment to sobriety, and his dedication to service in helping others on their
paths, was as important to David as it was to the community he has left behind. He leaves many members
without a sponsor; and he leaves his own sponsor without his long-time sponsee.

David’s love of fly-fishing, with his brothers, by himself, or with friends, in a mountain stream or below Navajo
Dam, started as an exercise to help him maintain his sobriety, and in the subsequent 34 years of untangling
leaders and stream-side naps, he found that it both sustained and inspired him.

For his parents, Betty and Julian Samora, both of whom passed on many years ago, David was their mainstay,
especially after the oldest son, Bob, died in 1975 at age 31. David absorbed and carried their grief.

 For his employees at David Samora Woodworks, as well as his many outside collaborators and associates,
David was always a reliable and conscientious leader, teacher, friend, mentor, and pillar of support. He will
remain so.

David, while born in Alamosa Colorado, grew up in South Bend, Indiana where he attended St. Josephs High
School, and earned his Bachelors degree from the University of Notre Dame. The pursuit of his Masters
degree was interrupted when he purchased a radial arm saw and built his first rocking chair, propelling him on
his lifelong path of woodworking.

To those who knew him, David was nothing if not reliable. From his ubiquitous, pressed handkerchief always at
the ready to be offered to a teary friend, to his great love of cycling, literature, sports, and the curation of what
he referred to as “Pendejismo”. But for many, especially his family, his rapier wit, infectious laughter and his
incredibly slow speed at the dining table is what will be missed the most.

David is survived by his sister Carmen, brother-in-law Steve and niece Alicia all of Albuquerque, New Mexico.

His brother Geoff, sister-in-law Mary of South Bend, Indiana, niece Zoë Britsch, with husband Ryan of Goshen
Indiana, nephew Moses resides in Portland, Oregon with his son Julian.

His brother John with sister-in-law Alison live in Pinetop, Arizona, his niece Magdalena lives in Ohkay
Owingeh, New Mexico.

His niece Amy Dunn, daughter of his late brother Bob, resides in Chandler, Arizona with her two children,
Haley and Nick.

Because of the Corona-Virus Pandemic there are no current memorial plans, but will be made as allowed by
common sense.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made to the Julian Samora Endowed Scholarship.

The ILS community sends prayers to those of you and your family members affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.  With the well-being
of all members of the Notre Dame community our highest priority, the University continues to closely monitor the risks of the

coronavirus pandemic to our students, faculty, and staff.     Visit coronavirus.nd.edu, updated regularly to reflect new developments.
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